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Arsenic Problem

• Arsenic found in lake, and residents, but…

• Unknown source(s) for arsenic

• Unknown distribution (carriers)

• Unknown levels, seasonal variations

• Unknown impacts on humans, animals

• Unknown levels of understanding, concern





Health Effects of Arsenic
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Nimfa problem

• Threat to navigation, fishing, tourism

• Possible carrier of arsenic

• Threat of eutrophication, sedimentation

• Attracts grazing animals into lake



Research Plan

• 1.  Water sampling:  lake, wells, hot springs,

river

• 2.  Human sampling (hair):  Laguna de

Olomega, Riitos

• 3.  Animal sampling (milk and blood):

cattle, pigs

• 4.  Vegetation sampling:  nimfa
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Results -

November, 2006

• Arsenic in hot spring (0.1 mg/l)

• Arsenic in one lake shore sample (0.1 mg/l)

• No arsenic in open lake (N=8)

• No arsenic in Olomega human hair (N=9)

• No arsenic in Olomega wells (N=4)
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